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ou*vm of crossing, particularly on the south side of the
river The battle-field from the crossing of the
Eapidan until the final movement from the Wil-
derness toward Spottsylvania was of the same char-
acter There were some clearings and small terms
within what might be termed the battle-field; but
generally the country was covered with a dense
forest The roads were narrow and bad. All the
conditions were favorable for defensive operations.
There are two roads, good for that part of Vir-
ginia, running from Orange Court House to the
battle-field. The most southerly of these roads is
known as the Orange Court House Plank Eoad, the
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